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The Kitchener Scholars’ Association
2025 Annual General Meeting
Minutes of the AGM held on 9th January 2025


In attendance at the Guildhall:						
Simon Piggott (Chair)                                                                                                                  Ruairidh Cumming (Vice-Chair                                                                                                          Neal Clifton (Secretary)                                                                                                                     Francesca Cumming                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           Grace Girling                                                                                                                                         John Ryder                                                                                                                                              Archie Taylor
Angus Morton
Lt. Col. Mervyn Bassett (Secretary, LKNMF)
On Zoom:
Nicholas Andrew                                                                                                                            Charles Bryant                                                                                                                                    Philip Hunt                                                                                                                                         Monty Lord                                                                                                                                           Sarah Maitland-Jones                                                                                                                          
Apologies were received from Fay Margo, Louis Parks, Susan Saunders.
The Minutes of the AGM held on 18th January 2024 were accepted as a true and correct record.

Chair’s report
Simon Piggott (Chair) had circulated a detailed written report in advance of the meeting to those attending. This is available from the Secretary on request. 
It had been another busy and successful year with the usual principal events and some other initiatives to bring scholars together-in particular we are trying to organise occasional events outside of London. Although numbers attending were fairly low, a visit to Duxford AIR Museum in May had been very much enjoyed by those who attended.
Simon reminded the meeting that his key objective during his tenure as Chair is to increase engagement among scholars, and he is pleased with progress in this respect, with increasing numbers at events and more interaction between scholars while at University and indeed in subsequent careers. 
The Annual Dinner held at the Victory Services Club was very well supported where nearly all the new scholars were present to receive their certificates along with their parents or other guests. 140 KSs and Guests attended in total. 
As usual we held our wreath-laying ceremony at St. Paul’s Cathedral in June, a Careers Panel in September and gathering on Horse Guards Parade on Remembrance Sunday. Security has been much enhanced and it was necessary for scholars and guests to register in advance, so that official passes could be issued to enable access to Horse Guards Parade. As Lady Kitchner was abroad on this occasion, her son Peregrine Kitchner-Fellowes presided in her place accompanied by his new wife Henrietta.
It is good to see a number of scholars taking advantage of a modest financial subsidy to facilitate get-togethers in their Universities. We have a WhatsApp group for 2023 and 2024 scholars and of course many continue to connect on other social media platforms.
A new Mentoring Scheme had been generally well received and we hope that in some cases this will lead to an enduring and fruitful partnership!
On behalf of the Association, The Chair expressed tanks to our President Emma, Lady Kitchner for her unwavering support and for personally funding the tea after St. Pauls’ and the curry lunch on Remembrance Sunday.
He expressed thanks to the Committee for their work and contributions during the year. Thanks were expressed also to Kathryn Pritchard who stood down from the Committee in September - she had been a most supportive and active member.
Sara Thornton who had been responsible for our website has now moved to follow new pursuits and Simon expressed thanks for her help and guidance, while welcoming Caroline Mathews at MySuperVA as our new Webmaster.

Treasurer’s Report
Francesca Cumming (Treasurer) presented the accounts and balance sheet for year ending 30 September 2024, which had been circulated in advance to those attending.
Francesca reported that the Association’s finances are healthier with an annual surplus for the year ending 30th September 2024 of £3,437 after several years of deficit. Year end cash reserves stood at £12,330. Francesca was pleased to report an increase in the numbers paying the correct subscription (£20 annually) though there are still some scholars not paying the full amount and there is a reminder and clarification about this below in the newsletter. The KSA remains grateful to the LKNMF for funding new scholars’ annual dinner each year, much of the KSA Secretariat expenses and subsidies for other events.
The KSA’s accounts are available to a member of the KSA on request to the Secretary. 
In response to a question about why an Association like the KSA needs to hold a reserve, the Chair explained that it is useful for any large-scale future projects., and to reduce reliance on funding from the Fund. It is hoped that cash reserves will reach £15,000 in the near future.

Election of Officers for 2025

The following were duly proposed, seconded and elected:
Chair:			Simon Piggott	                                                                                                                   Vice-Chair:		Ruairidh Cumming                                                                                        Treasurer:		Francesca Cumming                                                                                       
Committee
Charles Bryant (as Hon. Historian)
Grace Girling
Fay Margo
John Ryder
Archie Taylor

(At the committee meeting following the AGM, Angus Morton was co-opted on to the Committee, and Neal Clifton was appointed Secretary following nomination by the Chair and ratification.). 

Neal Clifton
January 2025
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